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 Intimate partner violence  [commonly called 
domestic violence] refers to behavior by an intimate 
partner or ex-partner that causes physical, sexual or 
psychological harm, including physical aggression, 
sexual coercion, psychological abuse and controlling 
behaviors. 

 

 
  World Health Organization, 2016  
  http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs239/en/ 



 Intimate partner violence includes physical 
violence, sexual violence, stalking and psychological 
aggression (including coercive tactics) by a current 
or former intimate partner (i.e., spouse, 
boyfriend/girlfriend, dating partner, or ongoing 
sexual partner). 

 This type of violence can occur among heterosexual 
or same-sex couples and does not require sexual 
intimacy. 

CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL, 2016 

http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/intimatepartnerviolence/ 

 
Catholic University Symposium    

Christauria Welland, Psy.D  



 Gender‐based violence against women is defined as 
violence that is directed against a woman because 
she is a woman, or that affects women 
disproportionately.  
 

Art. 3 d, Council of Europe Convention on preventing  

and combating violence against women and domestic violence 
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 Violence against women is understood as a 
violation of human rights and a form of 
discrimination against women and shall mean all 
acts of gender‐based violence that result in, or are 
likely to result in, physical, sexual, psychological or 
economic harm or suffering to women, including 
threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary 
deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public 
or in private life. 

  
Art. 3 a, Council of Europe Convention on preventing  

and combating violence against women and domestic violence 
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 Violence against women and girls is one of the most 
prevalent human rights violations in the world. It 
knows no social, economic or national boundaries. 
Worldwide, an estimated one in three women will 
experience physical or sexual abuse in her lifetime.  

www.unfpa.org/gender-based-violence#sthash.0pMpwvyV.dpuf 
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 Recent global prevalence figures indicate that about 1 
in 3 (35%) of women worldwide have experienced 
either physical and/or sexual intimate partner violence 
or non-partner sexual violence in their lifetime. 

 Most of this violence is intimate partner violence.  

 Worldwide, almost one third (30%) of women who have 
been in a relationship report that they have 
experienced some form of physical and/or sexual 
violence by their intimate partner. 

 Globally, as many as 38% of murders of women are 
committed by an intimate partner. 

WHO, 2016 
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Lifetime prevalence means a person has experienced IPV at 
least once in their life. The majority of victims, however, 
experience multiple assaults.  
The worldwide lifetime prevalence rate of physical and/or 
sexual IPV is 30% of women, or 1 in 3. 

WHO 2014 

 
 

IPV statistics are often calculated by 12-month incidence, or the 
number of new cases in the course of a year. 
Most national surveys do not compile statistics for female-to-
male IPV, thus this empirical data is lacking for most of the 
world.  
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 High income nations (e.g., Canada & W. Europe) 23% 

 Eastern Europe     25% 

 Latin America     30% 

 Middle East Region    37% 

 Sub-Saharan Africa    37% 

 Western Pacific Region/Asia   25% 

 South-East Asia Region    38% 

 
WHO 2014 

http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/85239/1/9789241564625_eng.pdf?ua=1 
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   Lifetime    12 Month  

 Rape  9.4%   0.6%   

 Physical violence 32.9%    4.0%   

 Stalking  10.7%    2.8%    

 Rape, physical violence, and/or stalking  

    35.6%    5.9%   

 w/ IPV-related impact   28.8%  
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   Lifetime    12 Month  

 Rape   *   *  

 Physical violence  28.2%   4.7%  

 Stalking   2.1%   0.5%  
  

 Rape, physical violence, and/or stalking  

     28.5%    5%   

 w/ IPV-related impact   9.9%   
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• Being fearful 
• Symptoms of post-

traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD)  

• Needing healthcare as a 
result of the intimate 
partner violence 
experienced 

• Needing housing,  
victim’s advocate 
services, or legal 
services 
 

 

• Contacting a crisis hotline 
• Missing days of work or 

school because of the 
violence experienced 

• For those reporting rape 
by an intimate partner – 
contracting a sexually 
transmitted infection or 
becoming pregnant (for 
women) 

• CDC 2011 
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 Violence in relationships needs to be considered within the 
larger context of interpersonal violence. In direct contrast to 
the traditional radical feminist perspective, the emerging 
generation of research literature asserts that partner abuse 
reflects intimacy, interpersonal conflict, psychopathology, 
and demographic and psychosocial correlates common to 
other areas of criminology (e.g., prior antisocial and violent 
behaviors).  

 Women’s perpetration of abuse and men’s victimization 
experiences in intimate relationships are emerging as 
important considerations in safety planning, preventive and 
therapeutic interventions, and legal responses to domestic 
violence.  

http://whiteribbon.org/domestic-violence-research 
/female-perpetrators-of-intimate-abuse/ 
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 Exposure to violence transcends socioeconomic status, 
affecting all levels of income, education, and 
occupation. 

 Although exposure to violence affects all SES groups, 
lower SES individuals and families appear to have 
increased exposure. 

 Browne, Salomon, & Bassuk (1999) found that women 
who resided in households earning l7ess than $10,000 
annually had a 4-times-greater risk of experiencing 
violence than women in wealthier households. 

http://www.apa.org/pi/ses/resources/publications/factsheet-violence.pdf 
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 Expensive, painful custody battles are typical in 
cases of domestic abuse among upper SES couples. 
“The abuser will try to hurt you in the way it hurts 
most, by getting custody of the kids.”  

Langbein, King, and Weitzman, 2013  

 

Catholic University Symposium    
Christauria Welland, Psy.D  



 Number of Catholics worldwide (2013)   1,228,621,000  

 Global adult gender ratio is 101 men to 100 women. 

 26% of the global population is under 15 years of age. 

 Thus, there were 909,179,540 Catholics in the world age 15 
and above in 2013 (subtract 319,441,460)  

   

 Number of Catholic men age 15 and above:   
      456,829,211 

 Number of Catholic women age 15 and above  
      452,350,329 
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At global rates of domestic violence, 30% of 
Catholic women ever abused equals:   
      135,705,099  
  
Even calculating a rate of 20%* of Catholic women 
ever abused equals:         90,470,066                                                 
 
* There is no empirical reason to assume that the statistics 
for Catholic families are any lower than the rest of families. 
 

C. Welland,  & Kenneth Lobo, 2015 
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