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Domestic Violence and the
Church

\ f An age old problem
which the Church'is now
confronting directly

But there are resources In
the tradition which
highlight the moral evil

of violence In marriage
and in families




The Equal Dignity of Men and
Women

oThen God sai d: Let us

our image, after our likeness. Let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of
the air, the tame animals, all the wild animals,
and all the creatures that crawl on the earth.

God created mankind in his image;
in the image of God he created them,;
male and female* he created them.

God blessed them and God said to them: Be
fertile and multiply; fill the earth and subdue

it. Have dominion over the fish of the sea, the
birds of the air, and all the living things that

cr awl on the earth. 6
--Genesis 1:2628 (NABRE)
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The Covenant of Marriage

f Depicted Iin many OT stories

f EXxplicit mentions of marriage as a
covenant (cf. Prov. 2:17; Mal 2:14)

f The description of the creation of
woman.and her relationship with
man in Genesis 2 (21-25) is full of
covenantal language

f In spite of uneven divorce laws and
the double standard for sexual
morality, women were not viewed as
property and had rights in the
family and in marriage



